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MUGABE FACING IMPEACHMENT 


Zimbabwe expects to begin impeachment proceedings against President Robert Mugabe, who has 
balked at resigning despite pressure from party officials and public demonstrations. WORLD, A3 


The perfect place for 
his apocalyptic vision 


By JOE MOZINGO 


He could have been just 
another grifter. 

When Charles Manson 
rolled into California from 
Appalachia in 1955 in a 
stolen Mercury, his bigambi- 
tion was to be a pimp. 

In prison at Terminal Is- 
land for trying to cash a 
forged $43 check, he talked 
tradecraft with the veteran 
pimps inside, dabbled in Sci- 
entology and read Dale Car- 
negie’s “How to Win Friends 
and Influence People,” wait- 
ing to get out and try what he 
learned on vulnerable wom- 
en. 

Sprung in 1967, he visited 
a parolee he knew who hap- 
pened to be living in Berke- 
ley. Ifthe convict had resided 
in Fresno or Barstow, Man- 
son might have seen his 
modest criminal ambitions 
come to be, and the world at 
large would never have 
heard his name. 

But Manson landed dead 
center in the country’s coun- 
tercultural carnival, just a 
couple of months before the 


Remembering Manson’s victims 


The people killed decades ago have sometimes been 
overshadowed by the cult leader. CALIFORNIA, B2 
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Kyle Kuzma’s 
unlikely path 
to NBA success 


The Lakers’ rookie 
standout owes his 
competitive spirit to 
his mother and his 
achievements on the 
basketball court to 
the YMCA in Flint, 
Mich. SPORTS, D1 


Weather: More like 
summer than fall. 
L.A. Basin: 87/64. B6 
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BEN OLANDER Los Angeles Times 
CHARLES MANSON, shown in January 1970, 
landed in San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury in 1967, 
just a few months before the Summer of Love. 


Haight-Ashbury incubated Manson’s ‘Helter Skelter’ 


Summer of Love. The mo- 
ment he saw the sidewalk 
gurus in Haight-Ashbury 
luring young flocks of believ- 
ers, he found a new calling, 
the perfect gig for a conniver 
desperate for attention. 

The ensuing free-for-all 
of sex, drugs and Dumpster- 
diving lasted less than two 
years. As Manson’s family 
started to sputter like its 
converted school bus, he 
kept it running on a fuel of 
doomsday prophecies, con- 
vincing his followers that an 
apocalyptic race war called 
“Helter Skelter” was coming. 

He masterminded a 
killing rampage to serve his 
most insectile needs. 

He had to get a killer who 
was likely to snitch on him 
released from jail, by making 
it appear as ifthe real culprit 
were still at large. And he 
needed to keep his believers 
from realizing he was a 
fraud, by making his own 
prophecy come true. He or- 
chestrated the murders to 
look as if they were commit- 
ted by black militants. 

The wretched motive be- 

[See Manson, A6] 


A grim minor note in music 


Manson had a brief tie to the Beach Boys. Later, an 
album of his drew morbid curiosity. CALENDAR, E1 
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Lawmaker 
faces more 
claims of 
misconduct 


Six women say Raul 
Bocanegra sexually 
harassed them after 
assemblyman was 
sanctioned in 2009. 


By MELANIE MASON 
AND DAKOTA SMITH 


SACRAMENTO — Late 
one August night in 2010 ata 
bar, Sylvia Castillo slid into a 
booth next to Raul Bocane- 
gra, who was then the chief 
of staff to California Assem- 
blyman Felipe Fuentes. Bo- 
canegra was a familiar face 
to Castillo, who worked as a 
coordinator for a student 
mentorship program in Sac- 
ramento. 

She asked ifhe had seena 
friend she was looking for 
and made small talk. Sud- 
denly, “he pounced,” she 
said. 

“He grabbed me with one 
hand, grabbed my head and 
shoved his tongue into my 
mouth,” Castillo said in an 
interview this month. “With 
his other hand, he put it up 
my dress. I put my hand 
down to stop him from try- 
ing to grab at my crotch.” 

Just one year earlier, Bo- 
canegra had been disci- 
plined by the Legislature fol- 
lowing allegations that he 
groped a fellow legislative 
staffer, Elise Flynn Gyore, at 
the same bar, Mix. When 
asked about the 2009 inci- 
dent, which was not public 
until a Times report last 
month, Bocanegra said ina 
statement that the “unfor- 
tunate experience ... was 
something I regret and 
learned from.” 

Castillo is one of six wom- 
en who told The Times they 
also faced unwanted sexual 
advances or unwelcome 
communication from Bo- 
canegra, 46, now a Demo- 
cratic assemblyman repre- 
senting the northeast San 
Fernando Valley. The wom- 
en allege the incidents took 
place after the Assembly 
Rules Committee disci- 
plined him in 2009. The alle- 
gations span the length of 
Bocanegra’s career in state 
government as a chief of 
staff, a candidate for office 
and a legislator, and they 
range from emails soliciting 
dates with a subordinate to 
uninvited physical contact 
with women he did not know. 

Bocanegra issued a 
statement Monday morning 
that he will resign his seat at 
the end of the session in Sep- 
tember and that he has sus- 
pended his reelection cam- 
paign. The Times had pre- 
sented its findings to Bo- 
canegra’s office Friday 

[See Bocanegra, A8] 


‘Trump rides strong economy 


Even otherwise skeptical voters give the president credit 


By DAVID LAUTER 


WASHINGTON — In 
2016, the U.S. economy 
served as a punching bag for 
then-candidate Donald 
Trump. Today, it has be- 
come a lifeline for an other- 
wise embattled presidency. 

Trump has increasingly 
grabbed for that line, tout- 
ing low unemployment, 
record high stock market 
values and healthy econo- 
mic growth rates in speeches 
and his ubiquitous tweets. 

Reactions from voters, 
even some who are other- 
wise skeptical of the presi- 
dent, show how the econo- 
my’s strong performance 
has bolstered Trump’s 
standing. 

At a recent focus group 
that Peter Hart, a longtime 
Democratic pollster, con- 


MHP £ 
ZSIR T 


LOMGES TOLERA 
PRACTICES | 


BRYAN R. SMITH AFP/Getty Images 


DEMOCRATIC officials say there is little evidence 
to support President Trump’s claim that his election 
has precipitated a turnaround in the U.S. economy. 


ducted in Wilmington, N.C., 
for Emory University, even 
participants who voted for 
Trump last year sharply 
criticized his administra- 
tion, calling it “chaotic,” 
“embarrassing” and disap- 
pointing. 

Of the five Trump voters 
among the dozen participa- 
nts, only one still strongly 
supported the president. 
The harsh critiques from the 
other four followed a pattern 
that Hart found earlier this 
year, illustrating how a seg- 
ment of Trump voters, 
mostly college-educated 
and middle- to upper-in- 
come whites, has turned 
against him because of his 
behavior. 

But when the subject 
turned to the economy, opin- 
ions of Trump noticeably 
warmed. 

[See Trump, A12] 
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A CAREER 
IN PERIL 


Assemblyman Raul 
Bocanegra is facing 
calls to step down im- 
mediately and potential 
removal amid a growing 
number of allegations. 
CALIFORNIA, Bi 


U.S. SUES 
TO STOP 
GIANT 
AT&T 
BUYOUT 


The departure from 
precedent and hostile 
tweets by Trump may 
hamper fight against 
deal for Time Warner. 


By MEG JAMES 


The U.S. Department of 
Justice has sued to block 
AT&T’s proposed $85-bil- 
lion purchase of Time Warn- 
er Inc. — one of the largest 
media mergers in American 
history — arguing that a 
bulked-up AT&T would sti- 
fle competition and lead 
to higher prices for consum- 
ers. 

“This merger would 
greatly harm American con- 
sumers,” Assistant Atty. 
Gen. Makan Delrahim ofthe 
department’s Antitrust Di- 
vision said Monday in a 
statement. “It would mean 
higher monthly television 
bills and fewer of the new, 
emerging innovative op- 
tions that consumers are be- 
ginning to enjoy.” 

The lawsuit, which was 
filed Monday evening in U.S. 
District Court in Washing- 
ton, sets the stage for a high- 
stakes showdown and im- 
mediately fueled questions 
about whether President 
Trump was using the na- 
tion’s top law enforcement 
agency to settle scores with 
perceived rivals. 

Trump has made no se- 
cret of his animosity toward 
CNN, which is owned by 
Time Warner Inc. and is 
one of the media assets 
that AT&T wants to buy. 
Trump frequently refers to 
CNN as “fake news” on Twit- 
ter, and as recently as last 
week he punctuated a tweet 
about CNN with the word 
“Loser!” 

A high-level Justice De- 
partment official Monday 
denied the claim, instead 
suggesting that AT&T was 
invoking Trump to divert at- 
tention from the merger’s 
problems. 

“I can understand why 
merger parties want to try to 
kick sand in the umpire’s 

[See Lawsuit, A7] 


